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Estimadas Amigas y Amigos,  
 

Adiós 2006, bienvenido 2007.  Esperamos que todo esté bien 
con Usted y sus amadas personas. 
 

Este año, El Centro de la Raza celebrará 35 años de victorias 
notables para dar poder, solidaridad inflexible, programas in-
novativos, con algunos contratiempos humillantes pero siem-
pre amando y sirviendo al más vulnerable, o como dice el di-
cho popular, “lo menos de estos.” 
 

En el 2006, El Centro de la Raza trabajó debajo de un techo 
agujereado y una administración federal agujereada para esti-
rar los dólares modestos que obtuvimos.  Estiramos estos do-
lares para apoyar a miles de niñas/os y familias, proveer co-
mida, refugio, viviendas, educación y oportunidades para el 
crecimiento de la comunidad. 
 

A pesar de las restricciones que afrontamos, celebramos mo-
vilizaciones grandes, victorias políticas y triunfos sociales con 
el apoyo de nuestras/os amigas/os, familias y comunidades 
de todas las razas.  Participamos en dos marchas grandes 
para los derechos justos de inmigrantes y nuestras/os niñas/
os y mayores organizaron su propia marcha de los derechos 
de los inmigrantes en Beacon Hill.  También fuimos visibles 
en los movimientos anti-guerra relacionados con la pesadilla 
en Iraq y los ataques brutales en Lebanon. 
 

También celebramos la propuesta de asignación de $821,000 
en el propuesto de la Gobernadora Gregoire para reemplazar 
y mejorar sísmicamente nuestro techo agujereado y reempla-
zar las ventanas que ya tienen 100 años por ventanas nuevas 
y eficientes de energía en Febrero. 
 

El Consejo Nacional de La Raza y la Fundación de Annie E. 
Casey otorgaron a El Centro el Premio de “Dar Fuerza a la 
Familias” de $10,000 y continuamos el trabajo del Bank of 
America “Iniciativa de la Excelencia en el Barrio” fondo irregis-
tringido y prestigioso de $200,000 en el 2005. 
 

Los desafíos políticos, contratiempos del medioambiente, y 
tensión social del 2006 proveyeron muchas oportunidades pa-
ra trabajar una/o con otra/o y crear “la comunidad amada” que 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Y Cesar Chavez visionaron para 
nuestras/os niñas/os y las personas de todo el mundo. 
 

Lo dejo con una pregunta que va a definir al 2007 y caracteri-
zar el futuro de toda la gente con quien compartimos este pla-
neta hermoso: “¿Qué tipo de Mundo vamos a dejar a nues-
tras/os Niñas/os?”  ¡Buena suerte siempre! 

Dear Friends,  
 

Good-bye 2006, welcome 2007. We hope all is well with 
you and your loved ones.  
 

This year, El Centro de la Raza will celebrate 35 years of 
remarkably empowering victories, unyielding solidarity, in-
novative programs, some humbling setbacks, but always 
loving and serving the most vulnerable, or as popularly 
stated, “the least of these.” 
 

In 2006, El Centro de la Raza worked under a leaking roof 
and a leaking federal administration to stretch the modest 
dollars we obtained. We stretched these dollars to support 
thousands of children and families and provide food, shel-
ter, housing, education and community building opportuni-
ties.  
 

In spite of the constraints we faced, we celebrated major 
mobilizations, political victories and social triumphs with the 
support of our friends, families and communities of all 
races. We participated in two large marches for fair immi-
grant rights and our children and seniors organized their 
own immigrant rights march on Beacon Hill. We were also 
visible in anti-war movements related to the Iraqi nightmare 
and brutal attacks on Lebanon.  
 

We also celebrated the proposed allocation of $821,000 in 
Governor Gregoire’s budget for the replacement and seis-
mic upgrade of our leaking roof and will be replacing the 
100-year old windows in the building with new, energy effi-
cient windows in February. 
 

The National Council of La Raza and Annie E. Casey 
Foundation awarded El Centro the Family Strengthening 
Award of $10,000 and we continue the work of the prestig-
ious and unrestricted grant from the Bank of America 
Neighborhood Excellence Initiative of $200,000 from 2005. 
 

The political challenges, environmental setbacks, and so-
cial strains of 2006 provided many opportunities to work 
with each other in creating the “beloved community” that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Cesar Chavez envisioned 
for our children and peoples worldwide.  
  

I leave you with a question that will define 2007 and char-
acterize the future of all the peoples with whom we share 
this beautiful planet:  “What kind of World will we leave our 
Children?” Good luck always! 

A MESSAGE FOR 2006 AND 2007 
“Si Usted hace lo correcto bastante tiempo, cosas buenas pasarán...” 

-Baldemar Velásquez, Fundador del Sindicato de Trabajadores de la Granja de Ohio 
“If you do the right thing long enough, good things will happen…” 

-Baldemar Velasquez, Founder of the Farm Labor Union of Ohio 

Roberto Maestas 
Founder/Exec. Dir. 

David Gasca 
Board President 

Cariñosamente/Lovingly,  



THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
Mil gracias to Governor Gregoire for allocating $821,000 in her budget for our leaking roof. If this amount remains in 

the state budget it will complete the funding needed to replace our roof! Our  
boiler has already been replaced and Windows, Doors & More, Inc. will be 
installing new windows in February, increasing our energy efficiency. El 
Centro would like to thank the Washington State legislative sponsors of our 
current request: Representatives Sharon Santos, Eric Pettigrew, Bob Hase-
gawa, Phyllis Gutierrez Kenney, Zack Hudgins and Senator Adam Kline. 
Sen. Patty Murray secured $300,000 from the federal government and MLK 
County Council and Ron Sims allotted $200,000 for our roof. Mil gracias! 
 

FAMILY STRENGTHENING AWARD WINNER 
A very special ‘Mil Gracias’ to the National Council of La Raza and the Annie E. Casey Foundation for honoring El 
Centro de la Raza with the Family Strengthening Award of $10,000. All of the awardees demonstrated exemplary 
dedication to families in their communities by offering programs that meet educational, housing, employment, health, 
and advocacy needs. The funds will be used to continue to develop our Homeless 
Assistance Program, which assists over 50 families out of homelessness each year. 
 
BANK OF AMERICA 2005-2006 
El Centro received the Bank of America Neighborhood Excellence Initiative award of 
$200,000 in 2005, as a two year award. In 2006, we continued to carry out the work 
funded by this initiative. Bank of America also donated truck loads of office furniture 
to El Centro this year. Mil gracias Bank of America! 
 
THOMAS C. WALES PASSIONATE CITIZENSHIP AWARD 
Roberto Maestas, was presented with the Thomas C. Wales Passionate Citizenship 
Award on November 18, 2006. The award "recognizes a Puget Sound resident who 
inspires positive activism through passionate citizenship - the energetic, courageous, 
persistent and informed involvement of ordinary citizens in the issues and challenges 
that affect their communities.” The award is named in honor of Thomas C. Wales, a 
federal prosecutor gunned down in October 2001 in his Queen Anne home. Mr. 
Wales’ daughter, Amy Wales, visited El Centro prior to the award ceremony and was 
welcomed by the children in the José Martí Child Development Center. 
 
DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS 

Mil gracias to everyone who helped make Día de los Muertos a success! 
Committee Members:  Aimee Khuu, Ada Mares, Martha Diaz, Raquel Garcia, Graciela 
Gonzalez, Cristina Jimenez, Maria Rico, Sandra Villagarcia, Belinda Zintzún and Car-
men Miranda. 
Visiting Schools:  Seattle University, University of Washington, Meany Middle School, 
Edmonds High School, St. Frances of Assisi, Northwest School-High School, Lake 
Washington Junior High, Northwest School-Junior High, Ballard High School, Kirkland 
Junior High, Lake Washington High School, Assumption Elementary and Evergreen 
State College. 
Participants:  American Friends Service Committee, Amigos de las Americas, Arab 
American Community Coalition, Asian Counseling and Referral Service, Beacon Hill 
Elementary School, Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, El Centro 
de la Raza-Las Mujeres de Juarez, Guatemaltecos Unidos, MAAFA, People of Color 
Against Aids, Proyecto Saber, Rhonda Gosset, University of Washington-Save Darfur, 
Seattle University-Coalition for Global Concern, Silent War-Black on Black Violence, 
Susan G. Koman Foundation, Tent City/Share Wheel and United Indians of All Tribes.  
Sponsors:  Vulcan Inc., Qwest, Both Ways Catering Company, Costco, Columbia City 
Alehouse, Tutta Bella Neapolitan Pizzeria, Lottie's Lounge, Piecora's, Colombia City 
Movie Theater, Willie's Taste of Soul, La Cabana, Yoga on Beacon, Domino's Pizza 
and La Cocina Santiago. 

BUILDING USES 
We have space available for meetings, weddings, birthday parties and community activities. In 2006, our building 
usage hours totaled approximately 3,524 hours. National Council of La Raza and many local organizations and 
businesses utilized our facilities for meetings.  

Amy Wales shaking hands with 
José Martí students. 

El Centro de la Raza 
The Center for the People of All Races 

El Centro’s ofrenda, created by 
Raquel Garcia, as a tribute to the 
missing women of Juárez, Mexico.  



NEW AND EXPANDING PROGRAMS 
 
A Financial Literacy for Women component has been added 
to the Financial Literacy Program that offers bilingual classes 
on analyzing credit reports, budgeting, saving, and more to 
families and now additional classes specifically for women.  

 
The Parent Involvement in Education Program provides 
culturally and linguistically appropriate services to engage 
parents in the education system, allowing them to support 
their children’s academic success. Issues addressed include 
school entry, transitions, graduation and monthly workshops 
on various education topics. Case managers also work with 
parents of students retaking the Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning (WASL) exam to provide tools for success. 
This program is integrated with our Seattle Team for Youth 
Program that reaches out to students who are at risk of dropping out of school or who have dropped out of school.  
 
Our José Martí Child Development Center had five teachers complete their AA Degree in 2006, paid for by the Early 
Learning Network and SERF program. Five teachers are also currently enrolled in Bachelor’s Degree programs. 

EL CENTRO’S PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

Human Services:  Seeking to address immediate aspects of human 
suffering such as hunger, healthcare and homelessness, El Centro 
provides diverse human services from our Frances Martinez Community 
Service Center. 
▪ Senior Nutrition & Wellness ▪ Homeless Assistance ▪ Basic Healthcare 

Plan Sponsorship ▪ Food Bank ▪ “La Cocina Popular” Latino Meal Program▪  
 

Child & Youth Services:  Investing in our children and their future, El Centro 
provides an array of child and youth services to the local community. 
▪ José Martí Child Development Center ▪ Luis Alfonso Velasquez Flores Af-
ter School Program ▪ Hope for Youth Poetry & Civil Rights History Classes 
▪ Seattle Team for Youth ▪ Infant Mortality Prevention ▪ Next Generation ▪ 

Parent Involvement Program ▪ 
 
Education & Skill Building Pro-
grams:  El Centro seeks to pro-
mote self-sufficiency and empow-
erment through education and skill 
building initiatives. 
▪ First Time Homebuyer Education ▪ Financial Literacy ▪ Life Skills & Employ-

ment Training ▪ ESL & Citizenship Classes ▪ Bilingual Legal Clinics ▪  
 
Community Building & Development:  El Centro believes that only through 
civic involvement, grassroots organizing and political and social activism will 
our community be able to effectively address the profound contradictions 
facing our city, state, nation and world. We bring together communities of all 
ages, races, genders and classes to fight for civil rights and human rights 
both locally and globally. We also offer voter education and registration to 
empower people to become active, voting citizens. 
▪ Low-Income Housing ▪ Commercial Space ▪ Building Uses & Tenants ▪ 

Volunteerism ▪ Global Relations ▪  

“Para los niños trabajamos porque los niños son los que saben querer,  
porque los niños son la esperanza del mundo.”  

“It is for the young that we work, for they are the ones who know how to love,  
for they are the hope of the world.”  

-José Martí, Cuban Poet and Martyr (1853-1895)  

Children and elders at El Centro march 
along Beacon Avenue in support of fair   

immigration rights in April 2006. 

Families and staff at a Parent Involvement meeting, which 
bilingually educates families on education issues.  

A family in our Homeless Assistance program. 



       
 Total Individuals 12,314  Total Families 9,718  
       
 Male 3,962  1-2 Members 2,876  
 Female 3,589  3-4 Members 1,268  
 *Unknown 4,763  5-6 Members 653  
    7+ Members 158  
 Latino/Latina 5,386  *Unknown 4,763  
 African American 394     
 Asian/Pacific Islander 841  Single Person 2,068  
 Native/Alaskan 247  Single Parent 854  
 White 358  Two Parent 1,221  
 Other 5,088  Other 812  
    *Unknown 4,763  
 0-5 years 861     
 6-11 years 784  No Income 1,446  
 12-17 years 1,053  Public Benefits 861  
 18-23 years 594  Combined Sources 332  
 24-69 years 3,671  Employment/Pension 1,937  
 70 years and over 588  Other 379  
 *Unknown 4,763  *Unknown 4,763  
       *Demographics for El Centro’s Basic Healthcare Plan sponsorships were unable to be taken and were        

  therefore placed in the unknown category. 

PARTICIPANTS SERVED IN 2006 

2007 PROJECTED FUNDING 

GEOGRAPHIC REACH OF SERVICES 
 

El Centro de la Raza is located on Beacon Hill in Seattle. We offer services in South Park and have an of-
fice for Basic Healthcare Plan sponsorship in Bellingham. A majority of our participants come from the Se-
attle and Martin Luther King, Jr. County area, but we serve people from all across Washington State. 

2007 Projected Funding

Restricted 
Contributions

22%

United Way
5%

Federal 
15%

State
23%

Contributions & 
Foundations

6%

Local
22%

Tuition/Fees
5%

Other Income
2%

SOURCE AMOUNT PERCENT 

Contributions & 
Foundations $287,995 6% 

United Way $219,446 5% 

Federal $640,949 15% 

State $998,761 23% 

Local $990,771 22% 

Tuition/Fees $221,028 5% 

Other Income    
(rent, etc) $75,500 2% 

TOTAL $4,407,222 100% 

2007 Projected Funding 

Restricted  
Contributions $972,772 22% 

Bellingham Location 
Basic Healthcare Plan 
4455 Cordata Parkway 
 Bellingham, WA 98226 

360.788.7157 

Basic Healthcare Plan 
In 2006, El Centro de la 

Raza sponsored the 
membership fees of 
4,763 individuals in 
Washington’s Basic 

Healthcare Plan. These 
individuals are included 

in the chart at right.     
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1. El Centro’s Arturo Gonzalez and Estela Ortega with James Earl Jones at the Verizon Foundation award ceremony where El Centro 
received $10,000 for our Financial Literacy for Women Program. ¡Mil gracias! 

2. Campaña Quetzàl members and El Centro staff. Photo by Kathy Sauber, University of Washington Photography. 
3. University of Washington Professor Juan Guerra and renowned author Ana Castillo with two Hope for Youth poets at El Centro. 
4. Guo Hong, Professor and Director of Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences and Institute of Sociology of Beijing meeting with Maestas. 
5. National Council of La Raza President and CEO Janet Murguía, El Centro Board Member Ricardo Aguirre and Roberto Maestas. 
6. Representative Phyllis Gutierrez Kenney speaking at the NCLR Far West Affiliates reception at El Centro in November. 

E  L   C  E  N  T  R  O   D  E   L  A   R  A  Z  AE L  A Ñ O  E N  F O T O G R A F Í A S  



E  L   C  E  N  T  R  O   D  E   L  A   R  A  Z  A
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E L  A Ñ O  E N  F O T O G R A F Í A S  

10 11 

7. El Centro at the silent May Day march for immigration rights in Seattle, which drew an estimated 30,000 people. 
8. Elaine Bast, Senior Reporter for Globo TV Brazil, is welcomed by children from the José Martí Child Development Center in June. 
9. Children and seniors at El Centro march for immigration rights on Beacon Hill in a march they organized in April. 
10. Estela with Ken Lewis, CEO of Bank of America in Charlotte, North Carolina at a leadership conference, as part of the Bank of 

America Neighborhood Building Initiative awarded to El Centro in 2005. Photo by John Daughtry, LOF Productions. 
11. Bienvenido new board members Brenda Williams of the Defender Association and Benita Horn of Achievement Architects North! 



MIL GRACIAS TO OUR 2006 DONORS 
P U B L IC  SU P P O RT 
AmeriCorps*JustServe  
AmeriCorps*Literacy 
AmeriCorps*VISTA 
Child Care Resources 
City of Seattle Human Services Department 
Early Learning Network 
Emergency Shelter Assistance State Program 
Federal Government 
Food Resources 
Martin Luther King, Jr. County Council 
MLK County Dept. of Community & Human Services 
MLK County Housing & Community Develop. 
Public Health Seattle & MLK County 
Seattle Housing Authority  
Seattle Public Library 
Seattle Public Schools 
Seattle Urban League-HUD 
Seattle Step Ahead Preschools 
SKCCH Funding Resources 
State of Washington Office for Community Develop. 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 
Washington State Department of Communication,  
    Trade & Economic Development 
Washington State Legislature 
 
D O N A C IÓ N E S  ES P E C I A L E S 
Dedication to Lynn McKiernan and Joseph Ngari   
    in celebration and honor of their marriage on  
    September 23rd, 2006 from Kim Kelly 
Dedication to Leah Koehn from Megan Farwell 
 
¡G R A C I A S!  
Thank you Kristin Houser and Mark Burke at the Law 
Offices of Schroeter, Goldmark & Bender for providing 
free, bilingual legal clinics for our clients! 
 
V O L U N T E E R S 
Volunteers donated over 5,700 hours of their time in 
2006. Thank you to all our volunteers! 
 
B E N E FA C T O R E S  $10 ,000+ 
Bank of America Foundation ($100,000) 
National Council of La Raza ($40,000) 
United Way of MLK County ($208,130) 
Verizon Foundation ($10,000) 
Washington Mutual Foundation ($25,000) 
Wells Fargo Housing Foundation ($40,000) 
 
S O C IO S  $1 ,000-9 ,999 
Anonymous 
Carol Fisher 
Michael R. Johnson 
Judy Pigott 
Bank of America-Michael Brogan 
Boeing Employees Credit Union (BECU)-Marie 
Nunley 
Crockett Family Foundation-Ron Crockett 
Fales Foundation Trust 
Macy’s 
Puget Sound Energy 
Qwest Foundation  
Seattle Mortgage Bankers Association-Joe Kurmbach 
US Bank Home Mortgage-Sean Gilles 
Vulcan, Inc. 
 
FA M I L IA  $100-999 
Anonymous Donors (3)            
Miguel Angel y Georgina Ortega 
Magda Ashtok 
Harrison y Grace Bailey 
Katherine Betzer 
Allan Bonney 
Edgar y Elisabeth Bottler 
Toni Carpitcher 
Todd Clarin 
Ruth Cohen 
Deborah Dewolfe y Kate Stewart 
Amr y Dina Drovetto 
Maria y James Durham 

Steve Erickson 
Kathryn Flores y Lynn Gordon 
Daniel Garzia 
Yvette y Neil Gerrans 
Deb Goldman 
Aurelio Gonzalez-Robles 
Lucien Guenneguez 
George Guzmán 
Debra Hannula 
Roger Hansen 
Margaret Hinojosa 
Ed Jefferson 
Carlos Jimenez Giron 
Barbara Johns 
John Johnson 
Alejandro Juarez 
Jam-Shid Khajavi 
Santiago Labrada 
Roberto y Audelia López 
Craig Lorch 
Hannah Love 
Nancy y Michael Lucero 
Ivan Maeda Barrera 
Amalia Maestas 
Mayra y Jeffrey Martinez-Roswall 
Don McDaniel 
Henry McGee, Jr. y Victoria Kill 
David McLanahan 
Juan M. Mendoza 
Julia Baptista Miguel 
Manuel y Lisa Montoya 
Jocelyn R. Moore 
Don Parda 
Rogelio y Leticia Riojas 
Urbano Santos Lopez 
Amaya Souarez 
Marco A. Temores 
Amy Thomson 
Christina Torres 
Jim Trimbell y Gabrielle Kirsch 
Janine Vaughn 
Charles Wilkinson 
Robert Zarate y Julia Garratt 
Rita Zawaideh 
1st American Title Insurance Company-Lance Grob 
CASA Latina-Araceli Hernandez 
Cedar River Mortgage-Regino Martinez 
Cedar River Mortgage-Rod Halvorson 
Center for Responsible Lending 
Charter Funding-Lourdes Sampera 
Chicago Title & Escrow-Laura Keller 
Chris Produce Company-Tim Bower  
Costco Wholesale Matching Gift Fund 
Countrywide Home Loans-Mia Vermillion 
Dancing Cat Productions, Inc. y George Winston 
Employees of WA State Combined Fund 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
Fannie Mae Foundation-Randy Robinson 
Home Loan Experts-Gus Calero 
HUD y Manny Lee 
Key Bank-Robert Williams 
Laura McAlister Consulting  
Liberty Financial Group-Mayra Martinez 
Mario Zahuita Inspector 
MGIC-Rosa Hernandez  
Microsoft Giving Campaign  
National City Mortgage-Emilia y Thomas Ott  
National Episcopal Urban Caucus- 
    Rev. Constance Moorehead  
Non-Profit Comedy-Yoram Bauman  
REI y REI Charitable Action 
Skyline Properties-Rebecca Lerma  
St. Clement's Episcopal Church-Rev. Chris Steele 
Taco Time-Legato, Inc.  
Washington Homeownership Center-Lora Wedge  
Washington State Combined Fund Drive  
Zahuita Team Real Estate-Martha Zahuita  
 
 
 

A M I G O S $1-99 
Anonymous Día de los Muertos Donors (10)            
Anonymous Donors (5) 
Anonymous United Way Donors (7)         
Shirley Aguilera 
Margarita Alanya 
Katherine Alfaro 
Yolanda Alfaro y Familia 
Carissa Allen y Travis Adams 
Roger Allison 
Roberto y Marisa Altschul 
Rudy Alvarado 
Dawna Andres 
Jacob Arellano 
Gabriel Armagost 
José Ayala, Jr. 
Ataia A. Ayalew 
Harrison y Grace Bailey 
Carl y Julia Betten 
Bettykay   
Peter y Caitlin Blomquist 
Herbert y Shirley Bridge 
Kip y Suzanne Callahan 
Adrian Calvillo 
Marina Campos 
Mario Campos 
Linda y Gordon Canney 
Justin Carder 
James y Joanne Ciecko 
Alba Patricia Coronado-Argueta 
Theresa Cortes 
Steve Cortez 
Jennifer Crow 
Cheryl y Mark Cruz 
Maria Cruz 
Audrey Detonancour 
Margot Dick y William Ross 
Steven J. Duffy 
Antonio Estrada 
Larry Everton 
Megan Farwell 
Jesus Flores 
Blanca Fuentes 
Bernice Funk 
David y Mary Garcia 
Juan Gerardo Garcia Barrios 
Martiano Garcia y Irma Rojas 
Genaro y Jania Garcia y Kimberly King 
Maria Gomez 
Jorge Martinez Gomez 
José Gonzalez 
Margarita Gonzalez-Jimenez 
Theresa Gossett 
Mark Grattan 
Ricardo Guitierrez 
George Guzmán 
Gloria Guzmán 
Maria Guzmán 
Tracy Hahn 
Robert y Jean Harrison 
Erika Haven 
Jennifer Hawks 
Martha y Samuel Jacobs 
Michael Johnson 
Roger y Barbara Johnson 
Vince y Kelly Johnston 
Kim Kelly 
David Kipnis 
Else Klevjer 
Dmitriy Kocherga 
Herminia Nina Laboy 
Maria Lambregts 
Barbara Lampert 
Marni Levy y John Hughes 
Laurette y Jeff Loera 
Andres Lopez 
Elizabeth López 
Audrey Lucero 
George Lundstrom 
Norm y Judy Maleng 



WAYS YOU CAN HELP 
- Donate online at www.elcentrodelaraza.org. 
- Mail donations to:  2524 16th Avenue South  
                                 Seattle, WA  98144 
- Donate through your Workplace Giving Program.  
- Donate stock or property.  
- Include El Centro de la Raza in your estate plan. 
- Volunteer at El Centro! Call 206.957.4605. 
- Bring in donations for our Wish List  found on our    
  website under Giving. 
- Donate your car!  Call 206.957.4652 or e-mail           
  donor@elcentrodelaraza.org. 
- Tell your friends, family, co-workers and community  
  members about El Centro de la Raza! 

Ricardo Martinez 
Dale McAlister 
Audrey McCarthy 
Michelle McGreen 
Jeffery Middelton 
Cristina Mone 
Leo Morales 
Mike Olden 
Ramon y Josephina Oronia 
Rigoberto Pacneco 
Juan Perciado 
Raul Perciado 
Matthew Perez 
Silvia y Alejandro Pinzón 
Michael y Iza Predmore 
Russell Quiniola 
Ronald Rael 
Miloelime Ramirez 
Steve y Jan Redmond 
Jill Reifschneider 
Michelle Robles 
Perfecto Rocha Guzmán 
Yrma Rodriguez 
Majim Rodriguez 
Michelle Ruiz 
Fidelina Salomeron 
Taraneh Sefrioui 
Arnold Smith 
Jeremy Smith 
Dick Sprick 
Karen Taft 
Reynaldo Toto 
Russel Travis 
Ramiro Uvalle 
Janine Vaughn 
Jacinto Luis Vivar Prado 
Carolyn Walden 
Alexander White 
Tamy Willard 
Maria Elizabeth y Arturo Zamora 
Marisela Zepeda 
Amigos de las Americas 
CFC of North Puget Sound 
CFC of North Puget Sound Employees  
Eagle Home Mortgage-Mark Bauhs 
Faith Lutheran Church-Alexander Schmidt 
Fidelity National Title Company of Washington, Inc.- 
    Tobi Snider 
Hilltop Red Apple Market-John Thai 
MacDonald Miller Facility Solutions 
McDonald’s USA-Russel Travis 
Plaza Bank-Carlos Guangorena 
Safeco 
Seattle Academy of Arts & Sciences 
United Way 
US Bank 
Washington Federal Savings 
 

I N -K IN D  S UP P O R T 
Vicki Barragan 
Juana Briseño 
Sally Carley 
Laurie Chiddix-Olson 
José Gonzales 
Lorena M. Gonzalez 
Rosamaria Graziani 
Rep. Zack Hudgins 
Kerry Kozuki 
Fernando de Leon 
Miguel Maestas 
Siya Manyakanyaka-Kelley 
Kwame Morrow, Kitone y WD40 
Cecilia Martinez 
Glen Osborn 
J. Martin Padilla 
Lili Rodriguez 
Gabriela Santigo 
Enrique Serna 
Tricia Schug 
Edward Souarez 
Bobbie Stephens 
Kim Storm 
Pamela Thum 
Lou y Diane Tice-The Pacific Institute, Inc. 
Rita Zawaideh 
AARP 
Access Transportation 
American Reporting Company-Mike Olden 
Antioch College 
Arboretum Mortgage-Mike Brooks 
Banda Vagos 
Bank of America-Michael Dotson 
Bank of America-Ned Myhren 
Banner Bank-Steve Garitone 
Barclay Dean 
Beacon Hill Library-Diane Cowles 
Both Ways Catering Company 
Carlson Center-Michelle Cruver 
Child Care Resources 
Children Sing for Peace-Mary McNeill 
Children’s Home Society 
Columbia City Alehouse-Jeff Egan 
Columbia City Cinema 
Columbia Tower Club-Thesvy Cashen 
Comcast 
Commercial Sound & Video 
Consejo-Roberto Galindo 
Costco Business Center 
Dancing Cat Productions, Inc. y George Winston 
Denny Middle School y Proyecto Saber 
Domino's Pizza 
Eastside Domestic Violence Program-Virginia  
    Rodriquez 
Environmental Works 
Executive Service Corps. 
Expo Hair Design-Paul Do 

Food Life Line 
Frontier Bank-David Gasca 
Home Street Bank-Diane Wasson 
Homestead Community Land Trust-Sheldon Cooper 
Hopelink 
Hora del Café 
Kimball Elementary-Mary Gallagher y Nicole Trudeau 
La Cabaña 
La Cocina Santiago-Santiago Family 
Lottie’s Lounge 
Lutheran Volunteer Corps. 
Maple Elementary-Mrs. Sampson 
March of Dimes-Cherish Hart 
Microsoft 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe-John Daniels, Jr. 
National Council of La Raza 
Nike 
Obayashi Corporation 
Old World Marketplace 
Pacific Science Center 
Pepsi Bottling Group-NW Market Unit- 
    Christine Cardon 
Piecora's Pizza 
Plaza Bank y Hugo Garcia 
Public Health-N. Perry Moore 
Public Health Access & Outreach- 
    Penny Lara-Figueroa y Miguel Urquiza 
Rabanco Companies-Jim Hodge 
Radio Sol-Jaime Mendez 
Radio Variedades-Mercedes Garcia 
School’s Out-Jackie Jainga-Hyllseth y Zach Wilson 
SeaPrint 
Sears 
Seattle Aquarium-Vicky Swalley 
The Seattle Channel 
Seattle Center Sharing Gift Box 
Seattle Mortgage-Michael Brown 
Seattle Pacific Univ.-Heather Romero 
Secondary Bilingual Orientation Center 
Senior Services Shuttle 
Solid Ground 
Sound Transit-Elizabeth Ellis y Scott Kirkpatrick 
Starbucks 
State Farm Insurance 
Teens in Public Service 
Toys for Tots 
Tutta Bella Neapolitan Pizzeria 
United States Postal Service 
United Way of MLK County-Day of Caring 
Washington Mutual-Loren Shekell 
Washington State Community Action 
Washington State Finance Commission 
Washington State Univ.-Sonia G. Morales Osegueda 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
Willie's Taste of Soul-Willie Turner 
Yoga on Beacon-Jonna Bracken  

EL CENTRO DE LA RAZA 
 

2524 16th Avenue South ▪ Seattle, WA 98144 
Tel 206.957.4605 ▪ Fax 206.329.0786 

www.elcentrodelaraza.org 
 

Washington State Non-Profit 501(c)(3) Corporation 
EIN# 91-0899927 ▪ UBI# 601025014 

IRS 990 Available Online 
 

El Centro de la Raza is a United Way Agency, a 
Washington State Community Action Agency,  
and an affiliate of National Council of La Raza.  

 



Employee of the Year:  Heyda Raymundo 
Spirit Award:  Leilani Finau 

Volunteers of the Year:  Esperanza Silvestre  
and Theresa Burns 

Service of 10+ Years:  Alex Bautista 
Service of 5+ Years:  Pablo Mendoza 

Service of 3+ Years:  Ricardo Solis, Bertha Hernandez, 
Raquel Garcia, and Sandra Villagarcia 

 
El Centro would like to highlight work-study students from 
Seattle University: Jessica Harris, Aimee Khuu, Josue Licea, 
Ada Mares, Thomas Martinell, Cassie Martinez, Pedro 
Meza, Matt Pierson, Raphel Weber and Rubi Zamora. 
 
In 2006, El Centro de la Raza applied for several volunteer corps positions. We welcomed our new corps 

staff members in September:  Steve Araujo with Ameri-
Corps*JustServe to Hope for Youth, Cordelia Hall-Reinhard 
with AmeriCorps*VISTA to the Development Office, Juanita 
Jasso with AmeriCorps*Literacy to Employment and Life Skills 
Training, Laura LaBedz with Lutheran Volunteer Corps to the 
Development Office, and Briseida Nevarez Torres with Ameri-
Cors*JustServe to the Financial Literacy Program. Thank you 
to these dedicated individuals for devoting their year of service 
to El Centro de la Raza! 

In October 2006, the work of our loyal staff members was recognized in a celebration ceremony. Mil gra-
cias for all your hard work! Please see the list of recipients and photographs below. 

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS 

I AM 
 

I am funny and lonely 
I hear Banda and Durangense 

I see people of all races, but cannot see peace 
I want people to think of me as a happy human being 

 And not let people see what’s deep inside of me,  
Which is sadness and tragedy 

I am happy and lonely 
 

I pretend that nothing is worrying me 
But deep inside my heart is ripped apart 
I feel happy when I am wrapped inside 

My mothers or fathers arms 
Knowing that I am by their side 

I worry that my family will never  
See each other again and  

Instead be in a gang 
 

I cry when my aunts call and say “hi” 
And say they hope the family could 

Come back to California and spend time together 
 

“Remember Magi when you were 5?” 
And I start to cry, because when I was 5 

My brother Nati was still by my side 
I am happy and lonely 

 

I understand that my brother is here or near 
I say and pray that one day Ezequiel will  

Come thru and come out of those  
Dark rooms and come inside my room 

And say, “I am back” and Jr. 
Will say that too 

 

I dream of this once and will always be 
Inside of my heart, all my life 

I try my best when I am with my  
Friends and not show my stress 

I am happy and lonely 
 

—Maria Ocampo, age 14 
Proyecto Saber at Denny Middle School 

Employee of the year Heyda, center.  

El Centro was honored to have volunteers from Microsoft, 
Bank of America, Preston Gates and Ellis LLP, MLK County 
Library System and ANEW/AOP for the United Way Day of 
Caring in September. Numerous projects and tasks were 
completed to clean-up 
and organize El Centro, 
both inside and out.  
 
Washington Mutual and 
United Parcel Service 
(UPS) employees also 
volunteered to do some 
much needed painting 
in October.  
 
The impact of these 
projects was amazing, 
benefiting clients, staff,  
our community and the 
mission of El Centro de 
la Raza. 
 
Mil gracias to all our 
volunteers! 

Bank of America Washington President, 
Marie Gunn working hard along side Maestas 

during the United Way Day of Caring. 



EL CENTRO STAFF AND BOARD MEMBERS 
S T A F F  2 0 0 6 

 
José Martí Child  

Development Center: 
Hilda Magaña 

Maria Luisa Aguilera 
Martha Cano 
Martha Diaz 
Diana Elenes 
Rocio Espiritu 

Maria Fitz 
Elvia Guzmán 

Bertha Hernandez 
Marisela Hernandez 

Marta Labiosa 
Jazmin Macias 

Claudia Marquez 
Sandra Medina 

Carmen Miranda 
Martha Morales 
Jessica Nelson 

Erika Ortiz 
Heyda Raymundo 

Maria D. Rico 
Maria E. Rico 

Michi Robinson 
Belem Ruiz 

Consuelo Trujillo 
Dominique Vijarro 

 
Frances Martinez  

Community Service Center: 
Graciela Gonzalez 

Roxana Amaral 
Israel Andrade 
Steve Araujo 
Alex Bautista 

Bryan Bautista 
Norma Cuevas 

Virginia Culbertson 
Luis DeLeon 

Raquel Garcia 
David Gonzalez 
Janet Guzmán 

Stephanie Hazelrigg 
Juanita Jasso 

Veronica Johnson 
Daniel Kauffman 
Dolores Ledesma 
Mirabella Mendiola 

Gary Olander 
Richard Ortega 
Louisa Pierce 
Matt Pierson 

Nicole Rangel 
Sylvia Rubio 

Derek Schoonmaker 
Emily Stoll 

Stephanie Todd 
Sandra Villagarcia 

Rubi Zamora 
Belinda Zintzún 

 
Low-Income Housing: 

Bridget Barni 
 

Basic Healthcare Plan: 
Rosalie Ronquillo 

S T A F F  2 0 0 6 
 

Homeownership: 
Arturo Gonzalez 
Noemi Escamilla 

Leilani Finau 
Josue Licea 

Adalberto Macias 
Cassie Martinez 

Briseida Nevarez Torres 
 

Facilities Office: 
Cristina Jimenez 
Steve Erickson 

Laura Esthela Lopez 
Richard Ortega 

Jose Manuel Rodriquez 
Ricardo Solis 
Raphel Weber 

 
Fiscal Office: 
David Bauch 
Ada Mares 

Pablo Mendoza 
Pedro Meza 

Bobbie Stephens 
Feliciano Turla 

 
Executive Office: 
Roberto Maestas 
Enrique Gonzalez 

Tim Grassley 
Cordelia Hall-Reinhard 

Jessica Harris 
Ashley Haugen 

Aimee Khuu 
Laura LaBedz 

Elizabeth López 
Thomas Martinell 

Dick Sprick 
Estela Ortega 
Phil Thorson 

Melissa Verrilli 
 

Leadership Staff: 
Roberto Maestas  
Executive Director 

Estela Ortega 
Associate Director 

Hilda Magaña 
Director of José Martí CDC 

Graciela Gonzalez 
Human Services Director 

David Bauch 
CPA Controller 

Bobbie Stephens 
Human Resources 
Arturo Gonzalez 

Homeownership Manager 
Alex Bautista 

Youth Services  
Cristina Jimenez  

Facilities Administrator 
Enrique Gonzalez 
Executive Office 
Ashley Haugen 

Development Associate 
Richard Ortega 

Chef/Building Manager 

El Centro de la Raza staff and children. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2006-07 
 

El Centro de la Raza is directed by 
a 13-member Board of Directors 

that meets on a monthly basis. Our 
diverse board membership con-

sists of young and seasoned pro-
fessionals, senior citizens, volun-
teers, and low income to upper 

middle class members.  
 

BOARD OFFICERS 2006-07  
 

President - David Gasca 
Frontier Bank 

Vice President Manager 
Current term: 2/2005 – 2/2008 

 
Vice President - Jairo Sanchez 

Independently Employed 
Current term: 2/2005 – 2/2008 

 
Secretary - Rita Zawaideh  

Travel Express/Caravan Serai, Inc.  
Current Term: 10/2006 - 10/2009  

 
Treasurer - Jeffrey Middelton  

Architect  
Current term: 1/2007 - 1/2010  

 
Parliamentarian - Ricardo Aguirre  

Financial Planner  
Current Term: 2/2005 - 2/2008  

 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 2006-07  
 

Ricardo Garcia  
Radio KDNA, Executive Director  
Current Term: 12/2005 - 12/2008 

 

Benita Horn 
Achievement Architects North 

Principal Consultant  
Current Term:  12/2006-12/2009 

 

Victoria Kill 
Adjunct Professor 

Depart. of English, Seattle Univ.  
Current Term: 1/2004 - 1/2009 

 

Leo La Clair 
Intergovernmental Affairs Spec. 

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe 
Current term: 3/2006 – 3/2009 

 

Elisa Miranda 
MECHA  

Central Washington University 
Current term: 6/2006 – 6/2009 

 

Urbano Santos  
Guatemaltecos Unidas  

Current Term: 3/2004 - 3/2007  
 

Ramon Soliz  
WA State Department of Transpor-

tation, Labor Relations &           
Recruitment Specialist 

Current Term: 2/2005 - 2/2008  
 

Brenda Williams 
The Defender Association 

Current term: 12/2006 - 12/2009 
 



MISSION STATEMENT 
As an organization grounded in the Latino 

community, our mission is to build unity 
across all racial and economic sectors, to 
organize, empower, and defend our most 
vulnerable and marginalized populations 
and to bring justice, dignity, equality, and 
freedom to all the peoples of the world. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
Our vision is a world free of oppression 

based on poverty, racism, sexism, sexual 
orientation, and discrimination of any kind, 
that limits equal access to the resources 
that ensure a healthy and productive life 
for all peoples and future generations, in 

peace, love, and harmony. 
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El Centro is filled with beautiful, original murals like this one called the “Cuaco Quilt” by Alfredo Arreguin. Cuaco is the Aztec name for 
“untamed horse.”  Arreguin represents El Centro de la Raza as the untamed horse, running into the future. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR 2007 
 

35th Anniversary Celebrat ion Banquet  
Saturday,  October  13th ( t ime TBA) at  the  

Washington State Convent ion and Trade Center  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Spacious Rooms Avai lab le Ju ly 1st  
Spacious rooms wi l l  be avai lab le  to  rent  a t  E l  Centro de la  Raza.  Rooms 
inc lude new windows,  f ree park ing and some have scenic  v iews.  P lease 

ca l l  (206)  957-4603 for  more in format ion.  


